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For the New England Spiritualist, 
THE PAST—ITS PROPHECIES, ORACLES, CUS- 
TOMS, PRODIGIES, DREAMS, &C.—NO. 1. 
BY A. M. POTTER. — 

Finding the Past a well-stored garner of human lifo | 
and experievee, it has grown to be my principal field of 
research, — the, more so in that it sheds such rich and 
heightening lustre upon the facts and. opening treasures 
of the Present. 

Of late, however, my attention bas been drawn more | 
especially to the Prophecies and Oracles of the far-off 
Past, or upon the other side, at least, of the dark ages, 
from which we are but just emerging. 

‘The time bas been, in which I regarded the Prophe- 
cies found in the Hebrew Scriptures, or sacred writings, 
aò being neither more nor less than the “ thus saith the 
Lord,” and had no thought but that each prophecy had 
its propor and inevitable fulfilment ;—so was my educa- 
tion, till I began my readings of Ecclesiastical History, 
and from thence advanced to a wider range of investi- 
gation. I do not much wonder that our present-day 
teachers in spiritual matters are not more anxious that 
all men should read Church History, since it would be 
the doorway to another life—a sloughing off of the now 
well woven structure of faith, to many, at least. Better 
it were, as it is, only talked about by the wise ones, and 
unread by their open-eared hearers. If, then, I speak 
in all the sincerity of plainness concerning this matter, 
be it understood that my convictions are the result of 
such evidences as bave been found in History, and the 
Jaws of mind, and according with my view of things 
from my present stand-point. 

‘That Prophecy is what probably most now regard it, 
I question. That it is the natural product of a faculty, 
which every being possesses, is to my mind clear ; though 
evidently enough, not in the same state of development 
in every such being. Like every mind-power, it grows 
by use and cultivation only, and if unused, is as if it 

"were not, in arly expression of its existence} In proof 

of this, as it seems to me, is the fact, that the Jews had 
their school of the Prophets, in which this very faculty 
was developed, and hence, if I were to say that they 
were destitute of any real prophecies, or such as were 
fulfilled, I should do violence to this frst principle of 
mental cultivation. So also did other nations have their 
schools, ia which the same faculty was recognized and 
educated. In-virtue of ths growing power and narrow- 
ing influences of church rule, this faculty was proscribed 
in its expression during the dark ages, and in every-day 
life has been called forethought, sagacity; yet as the 
whole work of revelation has been regarded as a long 
time ago wholly done up, this faculty bas not been ad- 
mitted as any more the “thus saith the Lord” of the 
Jews. We have, however, some most remarkable and 
evident illustrations of the continued existence of this 
faculty, even in our day, and its recognition and cultiva- 
tion shall again become a lamp to the feet of those who 
will learn of the divinity within them. 

If I mistake not, Doct. J. R. Bucnanax, of Cincin- 
nati, bas been the first to demonstrate the locality of this 
faculty, and may be said almost to have exhumed it, in 
simply restoring it to a renewed existence umong the 
min‘l-powers ; for which, he shall stand the known of the 
Future, and not for this only, but for bis efforts and suc- 
coss in developing Psychometry, one of the trio of facul- 
ties he has called the Intuitional group ; and very prop. 
erly £0, as it seems to me—the other being Clairyoyance, 
and tuis being called Prevoyanee. 

Nor do I think that because this faculty may speak 
forth the Future, in virtue of its own God-in-us-power, 
(since, if man, as by the Hebraic tradition, was created 
in the likeness of God, he (man) must have prevoyance 
as one of his powers, or else he is not in the likeness of 
that Being to whom is ascribed existence, wisdom, 
knowledge of not the Past only, but of the Present also, 
and the Fatare,) that it cannot also be the medium of 
communication for other minds, who may belong to other 
spheres, for by the laws of possession it is evident that a 
mind in the body can influence and use the faculties of 
another, and if so, a mind or spirit out of the body can 
as easily, as it secms to me, or more easily, do the same 
thing ; bence Prophecy may be given through the organs 
of a human being, while the legitimate owner of the 
organ may not even be able to use it of himself, or he 
may. 

Hawig thus explained my perception of this matter, 
it may be interesting to bring forward some of the ex- 
pressions of this faculty in the Past, and as the Jew 
stands foremost, in this day and people, as among the 
true Prophets, I shall perhaps set him in contrast with 
his Prophetical confreres of other nations, and maybap 
Jearn wisdom thereby, and to do justice to all men. 

Bince the first well-developed historical character 
among the Jews was Abram, or Abrabam, (those before 
bim seeming to me as somewhat allegorical,) and as it is 
not vital to the subject, I propose first to look at the evi- 
dent use of this faculty by this Jewish patriarch, and 
afterward at something of a Grecian origin, 

Jewish history surrounds this mau with wealth, honor, 
goodness, a favored of the Lord, a teacher and prophet, 
and as having acquired great wisdom and power, becom- 
ing the Father of the Jews. 
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nations ; while he seems to have sought in vain for any 
probability of this being true, in the direction of his 
wishes,—his loved wife being a long time barren. In a 
vision, he was first aroused to the idea that a son should 
be born to him, and that his seed should be as the “stars” 
in number, and as the “sands upon the sea-shore,” as 
well, also, concerning the inheritance of the land of Ca- 
naan. Here is an instance of the action of this faculty 
aroused by the stimuli of sleep or rest, and probably also 
by some intelligence that seemed carefully and constantly 
his goardian spirit. 

True to this prophecy, a son was born to him by Sarai, 
his wife, though, as is ofen the case, in opposition to 
what seems even a possibility to the mind not under the 
direction of this faculty, so frequently Abram’s helper. 
So wondrous is our mechanism, and so hidden the 
springs of our very being, that we are unable even to 
perceive what is the act'on, of this power, except as we 
see it in the revealments of the Present, —or so has it 
been, and only by faith or reliance upon its finger-point- 
ings, and Hope im its truthfulness, has man been guided 
hitherto. I am confident that the day shall come, eyen 
upon the earth, in which tho mind shall be so fully ex- 
plored and understood, that it shall know of a certainty 
when each and every organ is in action. I base this re- 
mark upon some personul experience in the use of the 
psychometrical faculty. It seems to me so much shall 
yet be the reward of him that shall seek after wisdom ; 
that she will be found of him. 

Having found Abram a true prophet in some things, 
let us take a reverse view of his prophecies, and also look 
a little after another matter. 

We can hardly allow him entire accuracy in his be- 
coming, as by his prophecy, “the father of many na- 
tions,” only as we grant it in tho division of the Jows 
into the twelve tribes, while really they remained as one 
nation, more in agreement to another of his prophecies. 
In this respect bis prophecies scem like the oracular say- 
ings of the Pythians, to be read two or more ways. ‘The 
same may be said of the frequent prophecies of the vast 
number and power of the nation or nations of which he 
was the father, gince the Jews, as compared with very 
many nations, have been far from being very numer- 
ous or powerful, since, they owe even their existence 
most of the time to their alliances with their neighbor- 
nations; and were always, when not in captivity or 
scattered, confined to a very smal! tract of country, in 
size less than half that of New York State. Yet, in 
another sense, there have been a great many Jews, and 
they have had much power, considered as within them- 
selves, and not as compared with any other nation. 

Aside from those indefinite expressions, so often re- 
peated, as coming from the Lord, the promise ef his son 
Isaac was definite in several respects, and was realized. 
But offsetting this, is that promise to Abram, in which 
it is said that “ God talked with bim, saying, As for'me, 
behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a 
father of many nations,” and in which * talk” his name 
was made Abraham, and in which covenant itis said; 
“I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the 
land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, 
for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.” 

Just previous to this covenant, we have another pro- 
phecy, in which it is suid of “ the seed” of Abram, that 
they ‘should be strangers in a land that is not theirs, 
and shall serve them, and they shall afflict them four 
hundred years ;” beside other things, among which it is 
said that in the ‘fourth generation, they shall come 
hither again, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
full.” Tom unable to find any “four hundred years” 
of servitude in Egypt, but only about two hundred} in 
other respects, that prophecy was perhaps realized. — 
Again, as regards the “ fourth generation coming hither 
again.” Isaac, Jacob, i Joseph, are three generations, 
and Joseph died in Egypt; but did the next generation 
go out into the land of Canaan? From the chronologi- 
eal dates as found in the Biblo, it was some two hundred 
years from Joseph to Moses, or over three hundred years 
from Abram to Moses, so that the “‘ fourth generation ” 
died in Egypt, and many others after them. From the 
same chronology, I can find but two hundred and fifty- 
five years from the going down of Jacob into Egypt, 
to the passing of the Israelites over Jordan. 

Josephus, however, speaks of Abram’s prophecy of 
four hundred years, and that the Israelites were afflicted 
also the same time, but, as I can find, does not give the 
particulars so as to reach the time, except through his, 
ipse dizit. 
affair, 

Again, take that prophetic covenant, in which Canaan 
was to bean “everlasting possession” to the seed of 
Abraham. I cannot from memory bring to mind even 
half the time from Abraham to this day, in which the 
Jews have been in possession of that country, and even 
while there, they were so only by ‘the overshadowing 
power of some alliance with a Gentile nation. 

It seems to me, in view of this cluster of prophecies, 
that they are far from being fulfilled, and that I can find 
many oracles fully as definite and more clearly brought 
to pass,—and will choose first that cluster of oracles 
having the Grecian king Croesus as a contre-point, 

Previous, however, to this, I wish to bring forward a 
matter that bas attracted my notice, and that is worthy 
of being added to our notes by the way, as having n 
certain bearing in the estimation we should fix upon 


According to the sacred writings of the Jews, this fac- 
ulty was alive to his future, und gave him often assur- 
ances of greatness; and as being the father of many 


Jewish veracity, and is only one of many straws, show- 
ing whither is the wind of truthfulness. 
| In that covenant between Abraham's God, to whom 
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he talked, and that patriarch, was a covenant token, or, 
as it is called, “a covenant whid ye shall keep, between 
me and you, and thy seed afto theos every man-child 
among you shall be circumcised! 

As with Jewish prophecy, sowith circumcision, I con- 
fess that I had not so much as @mpposed that either ever 
could have been outside the Jews; and simply because 
the Jews were the only people through whom, as I was 


‘taught, or to whom, God could sny anything or do any- 


thing, except in the way of destruction. 

I do not so regard Gop now, though I may not find 
it difficult to see how the Jews’ God could do all they 
ascribe to Him. Imagine my surprise, then, upon learn- 
ing that even efreumcision wag a custom —a religious 
observanee, among several othey nations ; and if one can 
put faith in the Jews? sacred whitings, surely I can see 
no imaginable reason for withhalding it from the sacred 
writings of the Egyptians, or any other nation — for 
really I doubt if one can find even the tithe to damage 
such faith anywhere else, such as he can find in the 
Jews’ own story of themselves. Then if the sacred 
writings of the Egyptians have any claim to our confi- 
dence, what shall we say, when we find them claiming 


¿to have a clear line of history and kings, for many 


thousands of years prior to the day and year in which 
the world was created, or Adam was made a living soul, 
as by the Hebrew scriptures, or sacred writings. And 
this antiquity is at least indirgctly granted to them, by 
the wisest of the seven sages of Greece, Solon, and by 
many others. It is at least not impeached, but rather 
referred to as authority ; and the Chaldeans have even 
a longer line history, but it is with the Egyptians mostly 
T have now to do. 

Herodotus says of circumcision, that it was a custom 
among the Colchians, a Grecian nation, also among the 
Arabians and others, and that among the Lyyptians it 
had been a custom “ from all time.” A curious leaking 
out of circumstantial evidence is found in the story of 
Abraham, confirmatory of this remark of Herodotus. 

One finds no mention of circumcision among the 
Jews, before Abram’s time; and in his time, it is not 
till after he bad been down in}Zgypt, and as Josephus 
gives us to understand, bad there been learning of the 
Egyptian priests, and not till after he had taken an 
Egyptian wife, that we hear of circumcision! This 
may to prejudiced minds weigh nothing, but to a jury 
such evidence would come near convicting Abram of 
borrowing, not expecting to return again; and by the 
side of his repeated stories of Sarah, as being his 
“ sister,” is somewhat curious at least. But when the 
following passage is brought to bear, I fear lest some 
minds may be shaken in their faith in Jewish trathful- 
ness or honor. 

Herodotus, in seeking after the origin of the Col- 
chians, remarks, in conclusion, that he thinks the 
Colchians were of Egyptian, origin, “ because the 
Colchians, Egyptians, and Ethiopians, are ithe only na- 
tions of the world who from the first have practised cir- 
cumeision. For the Phonicians, and the Syrians in 
Palestine, acknowledge that they learnt this custom from 
the Lgyptions ; and the Syrians about ‘Thermodon and 
the river Parthenius, with their neighbors the Macrones, 
confess that they very lutely learnt the same custom 
from the Colchians. And these are the only nations 
that are circumcised, and thus appear evidenily to act in 
the same manner as the Egyptians. But of the Egyp- 
tians and Ethiopians, L am unable to say which learnt it 
from the other, for it is evidently a very ancient custom.” 

I have thus introduced this matter simply because it 
was interlinked with the prophecies of Abraham, and 
also because all these facts of history should be taken 
together in fhaking up our verdict upon the Past. Bo- 
side this, there is no rite or custom of the Past but has 
in it great interest. I cannot close, however, without 
introducing a remark of Josephus’, rolative to circumci- 
sion, and referring to this very passage from Herodotus 
that I have just given. He says“ It is evident that no 
other of the Syrians that live in Palestine, besides us 
alone, are circumcised; but as to such matters, let every 
one speak what is agreeable to his own opinion,” 

Probably the advice of Josephus has been pretty gen- 
erally taken, in relation to most matters, by Jews of 
every caste, from his time to this; and among the Jews 
of every caste, I include Christians, since they are also 
Jews by adoption ; though this covenant token has been 
changed by them to that of baptism, which in turn is pro- 
bably of foreign origin, as it is spoken of as far back as 
Ovid. 

Returning to our centre-subject, Prophecy, whether 
among the Jews or in the oracles of other nations, in my 
next article, I hope my readere wil) pardon my frequent 
digressions in this, for if they ure balf as interesting to 
them as to myself, I shall hardly be held as wandering 
from my text. 

If Lhave taken the negative viow of the prophecies of 
Abrabam, it is mostly because: one hears only of their 
favorable constructions, and svarco ever the negative ; 
while if I assume tho affirmative, or favorable view of 
that cluster of oracles, promised in iny noxt, it is because 
the reverse is trae, concorning Uiir accuracy and genu- 
ineness as prophecies. 

‘This explanation must suffice for tho present. 

Elmira, N. F., Oct., 1855. 
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“He is a weak man who cannot be angry; but he is 

a wise man who will not? +, 


PROF. HARE'S LECTURE IN NEW YORE. 


The New York Tribune gives an extended report of a recent 
lecture on Spiritualism given in that city by Dr. Hane, of Phila- 
delphia. As this lecture contains a synopsis of the Dr.’s experi- 
ments as detailed in his recent volume, we make the following 
extracts from the report. 


SPIRITUALISM.—A LECTURE BY PROF. WARE: 


Scarcely ever was the Tabernacle more densely 
crowded than on Friday night, on the oceasion of a lec- 
ture on Spiritualism by Robert Hare, of Philadelphia. 
Every available standing-placo was occupied, and the 
crowded state of the building soon manifested itself in a 
general fit of coughing. About one-fourth of the audi- 
ence were ladies, Before the commencement of the 
lecture, Mr. Hate wag greeted with cheers, not ‘unmin- 
gled with hisses. There seemed, however, to be a great 
desire to hear, and especially to dbtain an explanation of 
several very curious machines which were displayed on 
the platform. 

The Rev. 8. B. Brrrraw stated, that in the absence 
of Judge Edmonds, the duty of introducing Prof. Hare 
to the audience had been assigned to him. He said it 
had been asserted that few men of great minds had in- 
dorsed the truths of Spiritualism. The reason was, 
that ‘there were but few men of this character who had 
had'the magnanimity to come forward, and investigate 
the subject. Prof. Hare had indorsed Faraday’s tbe- 
ory, and had followed up his investigations’ with the 
view of exploding the theory of the spiritual origin 
of the manifestations, but he bad not only failed, but he 
had become convinced of the spiritual theory, and now 
came forward boldly to add his testimony in favor of 
Spiritualism. 

Dr. Hane came forward amid lond applause. He 
said it had been stated of him that he was sceptical and 
incredulous. He was educated in the prejudices which 
were peculiar to the Nineteenth Century, and which dis- 
credited supernaturalism in all its phases ; and no mind was 
so little prepared as his to receive these manifestations 
as originating from spirits. And yet he saw the earth in 
its orbit kept in perfect order, and yet so silently, that 
we did not know we moved execpt from ecientifie inves- 
tigation. How was it possible to account for this; the 
changes of seasons, the existence of the vegetable and 
animal kingdoms, and other facts abounding in it? He 
attributed this to the spiritual power of God. The mat- 
ter was not the reason, nor the reason the matter, and 
whereyer the reason existed there he believed was God. 
Ho was led to believe that God had the power to give to 
other beings that power, but of this ie had no outward 
evidence. When he heard of table-tipping he had no 
idea that spirits were concerned in it. But regarding it 
as a physical phenomenon, he knew that weight was re- 
quired to move weight. You could never make electri- 
city move a body. Heat might expand a body, but it 
could not move it. You could not get action without 
reaction, according to the laws of nature. Ho formed 
the viow of Faraday, that if table-moving took place in 
the presence of a human being, he considered it was im- 
possible for the table to move the human being, as the 
table was incompetent of motion, and he was then left 
to accept the idea that it was probablo the person moved 
the table. He believed that if it did not come from con- 
scious motion, it must come from unconscious motion. He 
published this opinion in support of Faraday. He was 
immediately conscious that the result could not arise 
from electricity or odic force, and therefore he said 
they could only take place from the only moving power 
present. He was told that he ought to look into the 
matter, and at the same timo this appeal was mado a 
friend offered to take bim to a circle where he found 
honest well-meaning people, and not a mercenary gath- 
ering. He took a seat at the table. A hymn was sung, 
when the raps came under the table. He was all vigi- 
lance, and hoped he should find an explanation in ac- 
cordance with the known laws of science and nature. 
‘The medium being anxious that he should be convinced, 
a small tablo was afterward selected, out of which 
he took the drawers. Two ladies sat down, and then 
came these raps again, utterly confounding him. He 
came again. The medium, a disinterested person, sat 
down, and raps were now heard in the partition. He 
looked into the next room, and found nothing therein to 
produce the raps. He next brought a sealed glass tube 
which he put in the medium’s hand, and the raps came 
the same as before. ‘Two mediums sat at a table, and he 
found that his force was wholly unable to keep the table 
from tipping. He afterward went to another circle 
where the medium was a tipping medium. One tilt was 
made to signify “no ;" two signified “ doubtful; ” and 
three “ yes.” There was also an alphabetic arrangement, 
by which the letters were pointed to in their order in 
the sentence designed to be communicated. He received 
communications from his friends, but still he did. not 
believe. But on one occasion ho was sitting with an 
orthodox clergyman, an unbeliever, a lawyer, the medi- 
um and others. This sentence was soon communicated ; 
“ Light is dawning on the mind of your friend ; soon he 
will speak trumpet-tongued to the scientific world, and 
add a new link to that chain of evidence upon which 
the hope of man’s salvation is founded.” Tho lawyer 
said he could not account for this sentence. The only 
possible explanation that an incredulous man could 
give was that the person who took down tho letters was 
a juggler and capable of practising his art. But he 


“Tf that which is not seen is not, then is our science 
marvelously curtailed.” 


alphabet placed ont of the alphabetic order as much as 
he could contrive it; the axle passed through the table, , 
below the surface of which this disk revolved ; the bub. 
of the wheel, which had a grove in it, acted as a pul- 
ley, and a string, having a heavy weight at one end or 
fastened to the floor, and a little one at the other end 
surrounding the pulley, it followed that if one lifted the, 
table the disk would move round. Of course any person j 
looking at the letters and taking hold of the table could 
make the letters maye on the index. Under these cir- 
cumstances he put the lady behind the table where she 
could not see the letters on the disk. He then asked if a 
spirit bo present to bring the letter Y under the index to 
indicato yes. Accordingly it revolved to the letter Xi 
He then asked the spirit to give his initials, and it re, 
volved to R H. What he then inquired, was this. the. 
spirit of his father? It revolved again to Y, signifying 
yes. He asked the spirit then to arrange the letters in- 
alphabetical order from the confusion. This it did, He 
asked it then to spell the name. of Washington, Frank- 
lin. His name and all were Spelled as desired. “ Now,” 
said they, “Doctor, you must give it up; you made this , 
instrument to disprove Spiritualism, and it only confirms , 
it.” Ho said it was too much to admit at onee, and they 
must allow him to experiment more. The medium ro; 
lented, and he visited the place again. Then the disk , 
revolved, and this sentence was given him, Ob, my 
son, listen to reason.” His father said he was happy, 
and that bis sister was with him. He asked if hist 
brother was also, and the reply was “ No.” He then , 
modified the apparatus to make it move by the drill-bow , 
process, It made no difference. He carried the appar- ; 
atus to a place where he had never been before, where, 
in the presence of a lady who had never seen him or the 
apparatus, the result wax the same, The spirit of an 
uncle spelled out his name on the disk. But it was sai 
oe 


the lady had a clairvoyant power, though this was neve 
known by her or his friends. He then altered the 
of demonstration, He bad prepared some large balls * 
like billiard balls for the purpose of testing the view of ° 
Faraday that involuntary motion caused the a. t 
Now these balls came in ply: He then smooth 
metal plate prepared for engraving. He then placed a ball 
on the table, tho plate on the ball, and the medium’s 
band on the plate. Tho disk used was the one in 
which the alphabet was recorded with tho letters in dis- 
order. His grandfather's spirit then reported himself 
and gave him communications. - He asked him what was 
the name of an uncle who, seventy years ago, was mur- 
dered among the Arabs. He gave other severe'tests of 
facts which occurred during the Revolution. Then the 
names of English relatives, who died many years ago, 
were spelled out. Sitting with a medium, who was not a 
Latin scholar, he asked his father to spell out Latin quota- 
tions which were appropriate tocertain ideas. This was done. 
Cards were then taken and eut up, and the particular card 
which he had was designated, though neither himself nor 
the medium knew it at the time; thus contradicting the 
assertion that spirits cannot tell what was not known by 
the inquirer. He then placed two balls under the 
plate, to test the matter more fully, and with the same 
result. He had then contrived another machine. ‘The 
audience could see that it was a see-saw, only that one 
end was three times as long as the other. The larger 
end was supported by a spring balance. A little boy 
between eleven and twelve years old put his hand upon 
the surface of the shorter end of the board, and twice, 
on two different evenings, the balance showed a weight of 
seven pounds, which, taking the difference into account, 
was equal toa lifting force on the shorter end of forty- 
two pounds. When the boy was allowed to put his 
hand at the extremity of the shorter end, and lift all He 
could, he only bea the balance five and a half 
pounds. A smarf lady in the room said she could do 
that; sho put her hands on the board, and could make 
the balance go up to three thousand, but, of course, she 
could not depress it. His excellent friend, Prof. Henry, 
said he could not believe that if he did see it. Then he 
secured a large glass vase upon the shorter end of the 
board, and by an iron frame supported a wire cage, such 
as was used for keeping flies off from sweetineats, partly 
within the vase, yet not so as to touch it. The frame 
supporting the eage, which was inverted like a basin, was 
entirely unecnnected with the machino. Tho ¥ase was 
filled with water and the medium put his hands in the 
cage with the water where he could not touch the glass. 
Under there circumstances Dr. Hare said: “ Now, my 
friend, show your power ;’” and the balance went down 
three pounds. If you multiplied by six, the ratio of the 
leverage, you would get eighteen pounds of forco of at- 
traction exerted through the water. It was not, how- 
ever, the number of pounds which was of importance ; 
a scruple would have proved ns much as a hundred 
pounds. He repeated this experiment with every possi- 
ble precaution, and with every possible precision. It 
will. bo seen that it involved the same question as 
whether a tablo could be made to movo without human 
contact. Ho took this apparatus to the house of this 
boy twelve years old, with the same results. These 
manifestations came from spirits of a lower sphere. They 
had more physical and less intellectual power ; their” 
state was that of a normal school, where all wore pro- ` 
gressing. ‘They at first knocked at the door of this 
world, as at Rochester and other places, but as soon as 
the alphabet began to be used all that hurlyburly ceased. 


know this person would not do so. Ho then made the | A great doal had been said derogatory to Spiritualism, 
apparatus the audience saw here. ‘There was a disk | founded upon tho circumstance that it came up by this © 


rather more than a foot in diameter; around this was an | low jumping; but he thought wrongly, for the motion 
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that we last week called upon a correspondent of Zion's 
Herald for “ more light” in relation to his scientific exe 
planation of the spiritual phenomena, That call bas met 
with a response which wo did not anticipate. ‘The last 
number of the Herald comes to us with a polite request 
endorsed on the margin, that we will “ please stop the 
exchange!” So it would seem that the conductors of 
that journal not only réfuse to obtain information for 
themselves on the interesting topic to Which our pa- 
per is devoted, but are determined that we shall 
“ wander of?in darkness,” for any effort they will make 


was the main thing and not the manner of its manifesta- 
tions, But why should we sneer even at the manner, 
for our firesides are doar to us; wo fight pro aris et focis, 
and our tables were extreme objects of interest at least 
threo times a day, and it was at tables that treaties and 
the most important contracts were signed, If you looked 
at Trumbull’s picture you would seo one in that. And 

‘ what should we say of a board? why a board was 
used to designate no less a power than that which rules 
all India. Then the Knights of the Round Table; who 


Muhan’s odylic philosophy, in explanation of the modern 
phenomena. It seems scarcely credible that a clergy- 
man of Mr. Stone's general intelligence nnd liberality of 
mind, could lend himself to the endorsement of such a 
mass of palpable absurdities, scientific blunders, and base- | 
loss assumptions, as we have shown the President’s book 
to be. Itis but another evidence that the clerical opposers 
of Spiritualism are literally “at their wits’ end” for 
means by which to counteract its resistless inronds upon 
their flocks. “ Whom the gods [spirits] would destroy, 


WIS EXPLANATION OF THE “RAPS.” 

‘The following attempt of our author to give the phi- 
losophy of “ rappings,” will not only amuse all well- | 
informed investigators, but still further illustrate the 
utter futility “of bis ‘scientific explanation” of the 
spiritual phenomena. We quote from pages 129, 130, 
of © Modern Mysteries :” 

“The ease of rapping mediums is not so obvious, at 
first thought, to say the east. A moment's reflection, 
however, will show that this class of phenomena are | 
equally explicable with the others. The physical sys- | 
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MEDIUMSHIP AND ITS USES. 


ever thought that they were disgraced by being con- 
nected with a table. |General smiles.) These tables were 
afterward reduced and made much more handy. Dr. 
Hare exhibited a small table not more than two feet 
long, with a lettered disk of porhaps half a foot in diam- 
oter, and another form called Pease’s Disk, which he 
had sometimes called a Spiritoscope. This Spiritoscope, 
however, as it was generally used, might be made by the 
medium to conform with her views, but he bad a modifi- 
cation which precluded the possibility of that. The 
spirits worked tests with considerable difficulty, but they 
‘were vory anxious to convert him, and took a great deul 
of trouble about it, On one occasion, in communicating 
through water, the water was so cold as to chill the 
nerves of the medium so much that there could be no 
eorimupication. ` By placing anthracite coal in the water, 
he warmed it sufficient!y to induce communication, 
The only way the fucts of Spiritualism could be got 
rid of, then, was by denying them, and by doing this 
they dénied the evidence of all religion. Dr, Hare re- 
lated an instance in which he asked a spirit, while at Cupe 
Island, to go to a certain medium afd request her to 
have a person go to a bank and ascertain whether a cer- 
tain note was due, He got an answer through the same 
agent. He found on reaching Philadelphia that the in- 
telligence was received by the medium, and that the re- 
quest was complied with. This and other facts stated 
showed Dr. Bell's assertion that nothing was communi- 
vated except what was in the minds of persons present, 
was incorrect. The doctor asserted that one of the fea- 
tures of the doctrine inculeated by Spiritualism was that 
the relation sustained by the mind of man to his body 
was akin to that of God to the universe. Spirits could 
not be confined like the body. If General Washington 
desired to get out of a room, closed doors would not pre- 
vënt him. [Applause.] There was no idea more rational 
than that the heavens were above, and the heavens were 
divided into different spheres. These spheres were not 
divided by any partition ; but spirits knew when they 
were in one or another by the sensations experienced — 
The seventh sphere was not the last in which the soul 
existed, for there was still u supernal heaven where the 
ministering angels of God are, and which we all may 
reach. 


For the New Engiand Spiritualist. 
` THE NOBLENESS OF MEDIUMSHIP, 


pea has much work to perform. The world 
is full of misery flowing from ignorance, superstition and 
selfishness. Mankind are interested in the gratification 
born desires, and are content to live within the 


‘As the following request is a sample of those we are 
constantly receiving, we are induced to publish it, with 
our reply, that others may sce the futility of making 
such applications to us: 

“Mn. A. E. Newron: Sir— Will you inform me 
who is the most correct medium in your city—one that 
can find a person that has been gone a year or two— 
and oblige, —_ —.” 
REPLY, 

Bosrox, November 28, 1855. 

Dean Sır :—Your request indicates that you do not 
properly understand the powers or the claims of me- 
diums. I know of none that profess to be able to find 
persons that are missing. All they claim is, to bo in- 
struments through whom disembodied spirits may com 
municate,—some by one method, somo by another. 
Most are very imperfect even for that, and many dif- 
ficulties are in the way of free communication on matters 
of this kind, even through the best of mediums. 

If a spirit who knows anything about the person you 
wish to learn of, should come to any medium, and should 
be able to communicate whut he knows, you might obtain 
the information you desire, as many bave in similar 
cases; but no medium can guarantee such information 
beforehand, nor are there many mediums who are ca- 
pable of perceiving whether the intelligences who come 
to them are truthful or not, 

For myself, I am not in the habit of going to. spirits 
for information pertaining to mundane affairs. If they 
please to volunteer any statements or advice that prove 
to be true or useful, as has been frequently the case, I 
accept it for what it is worth ; but probably in the majo- 
rity of cases where spirits have attempted to communicate 
respecting matters of this kind, their statements bave 
proved worthless or false. Whether the fault, in any 
particular case, be attributable to spirits, or whether it 
result from the imperfection of the instrument, may be 
difficult. to determine. 

There are, to my apprehension, higher and more prop- 
er uses of spirit-communion than these—namely, those 
which tend to eleyate, expand and ennoble the higher 
nature—to cultivate all that is good and pure, angelic 
and God-like, in the human soul. When communion 

with the departed is sought for this purpose, then the 

soul is in affinity with higher and purer beings, and 

those who delight in falsehood will not be likely to be 

attracted towards us. 

I cannot say that one medium would be more suc- 
cessful than another in obtaining the information you 

desire, as communication depends on conditions which 

mortals have not yet fully learned to control, 
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tems of the individuals in theso circles, may be com- 
pared to a galvanic battery whieh is continuously, but 
more especially on occasions of the least extra excite- 
ment, developing this force. As soon as it is doveloped 
to a certain degree, in the orgunism of the rapping 
medium, it passes off to some object near, a chair, tablo, 
the ceiling, or floor, as the ease may be, and produces, 
in passing into the objcet, the raps which have astonis'ed 
the world so much. fhe presence of a particular 
thought in any mind, the putting of a question, any such 
occurrence is sufficient to occasion the excitement neces- 
sary to develop this force to the degree requisite to pro- 
duce the raps, in the manner explained. An inquirer, 
for example, asks if a spirit is present that will comma- 
icate with him? The patting of the question excites 
him, and through bim the'median, sufficiently to develop 
tho force to thut degree that cecasions the number of 
raps understood as implying an affirmative answer, He 
now asks the name of the spirit, his own mind being 
fixed upon souo individual. As the letters of the 
ulphabet are called, the moment the first letter of the 
name of that person is pronounced, the mind of the in- 

uirer is sufficiently excited to petin in tbe manner 
escribed, a rap. So also as each ‘Subsequent letter of 
that name is pronounced, till the whole is given. On} 
principles precisely similar, answers to questions pro- 
posed may be obtained. Suppose, on the other hand, 
that the inquirer has no*particular name in his mind. 
When the first letter of the name of a certain individual 
is pronounced, the law of unconscious association may 
produce the excitement requisite to occasion the rap, 
and thus the name may be given. These suggestions, 
together with the fact most abundantly established, that 
this power acts in many important particulars in accord- 
ance with mental states, and is determined in the direction 
of ifs activity by the same, will, we think, satisfy the 
reader, as far as any inquiries may arise in his mind, in 
regard to the manner in which these rapping sounds are 
produced.” 

That the human organifm developes a “force,” which 
in passing off to other objects makes rapping or other 
sounds, it will be recollected, is one of the important 
points assumed but no where proved by the President. 
But admitting this point to be substantiated, how does 
his explanation of its intelligent action correspond with 
the facts? As will be seen, the explanation is predi- 
eated wholly on the suppositions, first, that inquiries are 
made by some one, and the sounds follow; secondly, 
that the answers or commtinications correspond to what 
ts in the mind of the inquirer or some one present 
Now it seems seareely possible that any person at all ac- 
quainted with these “rapping sounds” should not know 
that the eases in which these suppositions can apply form 
a very insignificant portion of the phenomena. It is 
surely needless to cite testimonies to show, that though 


in some cases the agent of these sounds is apparently 


influenced or controlled by some mind present in the 


they first make mad.” 
——— seen 


A PROOF OP “AB EXTRA” INTELLIGENCE. 
We recently received through the post-office a letter 
enclosing a closely sealed or rather tightly pasted enve- 
lope, on which was written, “ Questions for the Spirits to 
answer,” accompanied by a request that we would 
submit it to some medium for an answer to the contents. 
Not being able to attend to such requests ourself, we 
passed it into the hands of our friend Dr. GARDNER, 
who subsequently left it at the rooms of Mrs. Coax, 46 
Eliot street. Shortly after, while Dr. G- was present, 
Mrs. Coan’s hand was moved to write the following : 

“I will answer these assertions, as they arc nos questions. 

“The friend says that the spirits of the 5th sphere and first 
circle say that public mediums are controlled by low spirits, and 
it is their object to lie and cheat, Now, I say it is not so, 

“ Ho next asserts that the 
by devils of Bible times, It is not so. 

“He says these assertions cannot be answered him; but I 
have answered him. Dun. Woopwanp.” 

This was written inverted, and very rapidly, 

Mrs. U. was not aware of its purport, until she turned 
the paper around and read it. She was naturally very 
touch surprised atthe first declaration, since the envel- 
ope was endorsed “ Questions,” etc., and, with Dr. G., 
felt some curiosity to know the contents. The envelope 
Was returned to our care unopened. We addressed a 
note to the individual who had sent it to us, requesting 
an interview, so that the envelope might be opened in our 
presence. A gentleman called upon us a few days sub- 
sequently, stated that he was the writer of the contents 
of the envelope, and gave us permission to break the 
We did so, and the following are the contents : 

“Tam told by spirits of the Sth «phere and 1 cirele (as they 
say), that all public mediums are controlled by low spirits; also 

e that they are at all places, and their whole object is to lie and 
decaiv, 

*« Also that they are the same devils of Bible times; that they 
care not who they injure or make crazy, if they are opposed by 
the trathfal, 

“ Also, that they are yet to be controlled, low spirits, by the 
higher and progressed. 

“Ts this truth? Give a positive answer or none. My mind is 
that you cannot give an answer.” 

Tiere is conclusive evidence that the contents of this 
tightly sealed envelope were correctly perceived by some 
intelligence, which intelligence guided the hand of Mrs. 
C. in writing the above. What was that intelligence, if 
not what it purported to be—a spirit? 

The only solution Mr. Mahan gives of like cases, is 
that the medium perceives by clairvoyance what is writ- 
ten. In this case, there was not only perception, but 
mental action, in framing the replies. Of neither of 


seal. 


these, it appears, was Mrs. C. conscious—her hand being | 


to give ns light. Well, we have been a reader of Zion’s 
Herald for many a year, but suppose we must manage to 
get along without it for the future ! 
heaven,” as our Methodist brethren are wont t say, the 
Herald probably will not bave the credit of leading 
there ! f 


“ If we ever get to 


EI The remarks of our correspondent, Dr. Porren, — 


on the Abrahamic prophecies and their fulfilment, may 
not be to the taste of such of our renders as bave not 
been accustomed to serutinize the Biblical writings aa 
they do other productions. But we see no reason why 
Jess should be demanded of ancient prophecies than of 
modern. Pres. Mahun has declared that certain predic- 
tions given last winter, relating to events in Europe, 
ay that they are controlled | “all proved false,” whercas it was plainly shown that 
they proved strikingly troe in several particulars, though 
apparently not in all. 
so that | CPPonents of modern Spiritualism, who profess to believe 
in the entire infallibility of ancient revelations, that were 
their rules of criticism applied to the Bible, it would be 
found equally faulty with modern spiritual communica- 


It may be well to show those 


tions. 


Cixcryxatt Irems—A correspondent writes: “A 
Prof. Spencer bas been filling his pockets here by an 
appeal to the credulity of the unspiritual, with the old 
‘ biological’ experiments. 

“ Mr. R. P, Wilson bas taken up his residence here for 
the winter, and is joined by Mr. Farnsworth, of whom 
we have a good report from Columbus. 

‘The society or Order of Patriarchs, claiming spirit- 
ual origin, initiates twenty or thirty memliers every Sun- 
day, and now numbers some six or seven hundred mem- 
bers. 

“We need reliable mediums for physical manifesta- 
tions, Could a good one be sent bere, I think much 
good might be done.” 


Mr. Raxsporen tx Exonaxp.—We have received 
from our friend P. B. Rawpourx, a sonewhat lengthy 
communication, detailing the discouraging treatment he 
received while in London, and containing some spicy 
criticisms on the “ World’s Convention,” which he de- 
clares was “no World’s Convention”; also upon 
the doings of that class of mediums, both in this country 
and in Europe, who “farm out their sorvices at tho, 
best possible price,” while his motto is, “ Let the troth 
be free.” We think the sensitive nature of our friend 
has led him to speak with more of pungency than 
better feelings will justify at a future day ; 
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and still up, till it overtops 
then; for the first timo looks out and. 
natural it would be for it to say, or at 
sun is now just made,” or, “ what pro; 


ing, adding such a luminary to nest of the 
w it to feel 


world!” Its poor self-conceit would not allox 
its own miserable history and late faint waking, and see 
God’s eternal glory, brightness and perfection—without 
change, progress, or“ shadow of variableness.” Just so 


new suns, laws, devices, or divine 

are spread out, with all their force, 
inents, tribes, fani 
c, riso-high enough 
m, and contribute to 


wera in-the growth 
wonders of our 


better hope, yet to rise an higher “ spangled heav- 
ens and shining frames,” which can never drop to us, 
jut we rise to them. 0O 0 y 
s Grent God! how infinite art thou! 

‘What worthless worms are we!" 

But the worm has risen and is rising—already looks 
into angels’ eyes and is enfolded in an angel's vost. 
Cast our eyes back and trace ourselves from the dark 

as carth-worms from which we sprung, to this 
moment of angel-communing, and what point is there 
“fast by the throne of God’? on which we cannot fix 
our hope, and yet attain; and standing there, “ shout 
victory”? I have hoard the thunder near and far, and 
the wild ternado roar; have seen chain-lightning flash, 
and girdle. round as wide as vision reached, and dark, 
horrid volumes of storm-clouds roll fiercely through the 
sky, and earth and forests and habitations of men torn 
and hurled and driven in wildest confusion. Yet in all 
this tagging, strife, confusion and elemental war, there 
was a great law gaining suro mastery. Far up, there 
was hail and blackness—tben lighter cloud and storm— 


-then the vapor-cloud and gentle rain—then the peering 
- sunshine and the bright “rainbow,”—then the still scene, 


the green grass, balmy air, the glad creation, the bright 
“heavens, and glorious sub, mad chaos anid smiling beau- 
ty in close connection. I will build on the past and 
p for the earth, torn by its 


E $ P aa 
“Each sin, in all the darkness of our race, shall yet be 
a solid stone, whereon the spirit of the mortal form 
shall stand, and, by divine inbreathing, spring upward 
and embrace its opposing virtue ; and the glory of that 
goodness shall overshadow and exhale away the sin. 
Give time! Be not in haste! whether you love 
flowers or goodness, both shall epring ! The fetid mould, 
which to-day offends your senses, shall to-morrow enter 
into the roots of the daily-blooming or perhaps the cen- 
tury plant; you may therefore get it buck, in part, in a 
day, or in hundred years, in grateful odors. Just so 
with wrong and sin. ‘The balm, the joy, the divine op- 
positive may spring in a moment, a year, an age, or in 
Eternity. 3 
Give time! But oh! let us strive to foreshorten the 
reign of grief and wrong. Be strong in. purity, love, 
truth and wisdom, and grow in an undying endeavor to 
find and wear the image and breathe the loving spirit of 
our divine Christ. If the sun, or light, or spirit-dews, 
are fallen upon our topmost or outmost branches, know- 
ing our roots are still in the earth common to all, let us 
drink in high influences, fit und convey them’ by gentle 
warmth and dewy moisture, to our fellows still in the 
form, through root and trunk and branch ; if peradven- 
ture, we may give birth to one tiny flower. Its odor 
will brighten our light, and we sball rise to shake down 
more fruits. We are all brothers ; we must feed others, 
to be fed ; ** water, to be watered again ;” raise others, 
to rise ourselves. 

You want news; well, there is no news. I bave only 
known one long, sweeping, widening beam of light and 
pleasure-g communion with friends and spirit-friends. 
“ And I could “sit, in such a frame as this, and ” think 
“ myself away to everlasting bliss.” I would I could 
“sing” But I can now think melody and song, and in 
the spirit-homes, that will be the melody and song itself. 

Paul heard and saw what could not be told. Z cannot 
communicate the real spirit-inspiration of what I hear 
and see. I can rhow you the acorn, not the living prin- 
ciple; T can tell the words, but not the living breath, 
epirits ure. It is enough for you and me to know that 


evidence is accumulating; spirits are learning; mortals 
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WARREN CHASE IN MICHIGAN. 
Pont Hvrox, Mren., Nov. 21, 1855. 


from Detroit landed mo hore, at the 
the St. Clair River, where, unlike 
fountain, it is near one mile wide as 
deep; broad waters of Huron Lake. 


very tip-top end of 


it emerges from the 
The carriage of our 
is on your list of 


he atmosphere has a wintry effect on the body ; the soil 
tiffening with a frost-chill; the human. forms in the 
streets move rapidly, wrapped in coat, cloak, or shawl of 
winter style; the evergreen forest trees moan piteously, 
as the wind shakes their branches and struggles to carry 
away their narrow leaves; the summer greens have given 
up their broad leaves and are standing “under bare 
poles,” fast anchored in the carth, defying Boreas and 
the frost king ; the carpet which Nature spread over her 
kitchen-floors, for her various children to walk and work 
upon, she has changed from a beautiful green to a russet 
brown ; in fact, all things look as if autumn was about 
sinking to a quict rest in the cold embrace of a winter 
death, from which nature and experience teach us to hope 
and expect a resurrection in the spring time. ` 
How like our own existence are these season changes 

of our earth? T sometimes suspect we, too, live round 
and round in cycles of long duration, fo each of which 
there is a spring, and summer, and autumn, then a win- 
ter or transition-death, to blot out temporarily the past, 
and start us\again in another spring-time, — perhaps on 
some other planet, or in some other sun-system or sphere. 
Perhaps.each season or cycle may be as long in years 
ag our solar system is in making one revolution in its 
orbit around its sun, Alcyone, — which is supposed to 
take over eighteen millions of years. The more we be- 
come acquainted with the material universe, the more we 
find it moving in orbits and cycles both in its sogrogate | 
and aggregate systems and parts. Why should mam, 
an exception to the law of beings and bodies smth ‘we 
find so uniform in all cl-e? “Why should man be suffered 
to begin his existence here, and run a direct line to no- 
where? thus proving an ‘exception to the axiom in 
science, that whatever bas one end has two, éither in 
time of duration or measure of space, thus requiring for 
man’s immortality an innovation upon a natural and uni- 
form law, and a miracle by the direct agency and 
interposition of the Divine Ruler of the Universe? Why 
not reconcile our existence with the law, and not depend- 
ing on memory in this embryonic or germinal earth-life 
(which at best is only the chrysalis life of tho unborn spirit 
as it enters this cycle), let reason and- philosoph} teach 
us that we, too, like all else, may have lived through 
all the past times of eternity and left a mile-stone mark 
in each system of worlds as we lef t it to sleep, and a ‘ 
again in a new cycle of sun. and planets ? 
Bartis wil) 
cring off too far in ideal, philosophical and metaphysical 
realms of thought for this practical age and people. So 
I will leave it for a book or lecture ‘explanation — when 
time and means will permit me to preparo it — and return 
to tho rapping and tipping and writing and speaking 
life ; for these are within the reach of the senses even of 
those who eannot use reason or science. 
I have been coursing over Michigan for a few weeks, 
and I find the spirits are rapping and tipping all over the 
country, at the doors and windows of the houses, and even 
at the charch doors. Many are letting them in, and 
soon find they are entertaining angels, often unawares. 
| T am glad to learn from you and other testimony that in 
| New England the cause is onward, as well as in the 
West. Warren Ouase. 


Pr. 


For the New England Spiritualist, 
MAHAN—BEECHER-BROWNSON. 

Mn. Newron :—If President Mahan is right as to his 
explanation of modern spiritual manifestations, it must 
follow that Bible and heathen phenomena of a similar 
character are to be explained in the same way. Most of 
them are alike in all important points, and generally 
partake of the same odylic character. 

I fiud most of the Protestant Orthodox and Roman 
Catholic writers on the subject seem to understand the 
inevitable result of attributing these wonderful mani‘es- 
tations to any strictly mundane power or force. Charles 
Beecher, representing the Orthodox Calvinistic church, 
adopts the pneumatic or spiritual theory, calling it 
demoniacal — admitting, however, that the demons are 
the spirits or departed souls of the wicked, ** restless 
and miserable, and longing to get back into life.” He 
lays great stress on the fact that the spiritual theory must 
of necessity be the better, because it takes in the prodi- 
gies of the Bible as well as tho more modern phenomena. 
He says in his “ Review of the Spiritual Manifestations,” 
read before the Congregational Association of New 
York and Brooklyn, in April, 1853, “If a theory be 
adopted everywhere else but in the Bible, excluding 
spiritual intervention by odylic channels, in toto, and 
accounting for everything physically, then will the covers 
of the Bible prove but pasteboard barriers. Such a 


are learning; the “leaven” is fairly “hidden,” and theory will eweep its way through the Bible ; its plenary | 
steadily interpenctrating and vitalizing all spirits in the | i*piration will be annihilated.” 


form: Some feel it; others receive it “unawares”? 
Others are dying while denying it, their lips pausing 


That erratic genius, O, A. Brownson, has given us 
the Roman Catholic explanation in bis well written and 


with “false,” “delusion,” “ work of Satan,” “ chronie | amusing book, ‘* The Spirit-Rapper,”” published about a 


madness,” “last, worst form of infidelity,” aud such | year ago. 


You will observe that the Catholie demons 


Dean Broter Newton :—One hour of this “ bleak | plain all. 
autumnal day” shall be devoted by me to marking a | Principles, 


most rivers at their | Which is adopted to explait 


P bomnaiibulist, on entering the 


like, Aalf-articulated phrases ; their spirit hastening | are not the spirits of departed men, but G distinct erea- 
back, identifying itself, owning its blindness, deploring | tion of intelligent spiritual beings.“ The demons or 
its opposition, and becoming an apostle of spirit-commu- devils are not wicked souls” separated from their bodies, 
nion. I can easily sec that truth gains ground, the gen- and wandering on this side or the other of tke dark flow- 
eral mind is clearer, firmer, grappling all obstacles with | ing Acheron, but the angels who kept not their first 
coolness, and ‘all hearts resolved ” estate, and were cast out of beayon. These fallen angels, 
under their chief, Lucifer, or Satan, carry on their 


eM beautiful hereafter, “§ ji 
= ae ices of Joras Thupliter.” rebellion against God by secking to seduce men from 
y their allegiance to their rightful sovercign ; they can and 
Aanerer Ay, 0. H. Barrowin. | 4° invado men because they are superior to men, and 


and malicious enough to do it,” 
“Nothing remains, then, but to regard these spiritual 


Paap de dibipe ara hae ta fey ae manifestations, in so far as roal, as the invasion of Satan, 
UNFA, only child of Doct. A. C. Stites, at Bridgepon, Ct. | produced not by good angels or departed souls, but by 
ae lovely child, beloved by all who knew her, possessed of | the fallen angels, called demons by the Gentiles, and 
fo lee , with a mind much in advance of her age; | therefore, all these mysterious phenomena, in so far as 
rA PAS aa i SE va Teena R not produced by natural agencies, as sheer deviltry.”” 
heaven.” ¥ i . And again he says, "* If much barm is dono by super- 


plical turn of mind, and the 

the end, be turned against 
ion, and the same process 
ay the Sutanic prodigies, 
yn away the miracles ol 


rationalism 


will be made use of to espli 
Old and New Testaments 
aro deluded, I grant, 


explication of the phenome 
them that no such phenome! 
say the least, a very unwi 


d to begin by telling 
have ever occurred. 


r you ontrage the natural 
ch these people still retain, 
cupon religion itself as 
asa humbug.” And 
the »prifcipal source of 


sense of justice and truth, 
i : 
and dispose them in turn | 
hell, by the Christian: ch 
again, ** Here is, I apprehe 
that difficulty, which so 

reality of the demoniae phi 


redemption.” 4 
From most of the Ort 
Catholic priests in our country, is now: preached, with 
untiring zeal and ardor, the Spiritualistie Satanic theory, 
in explanation of these phenomena, and God knows what 
would be the results s odylic force should prove 
to be tho real and adequateieaase of these prodigies ! 
Voltairo’s saying of “ Pas dè Satan, Pas de Sauveur” 
would have a practical illbstration, and the race of 

“ Devil-Fighters” be at an 


bita s 
Vast results depend upon 
this grent question of tbe 
way it may be decided, théo éan be no doubt but 
Theology will be rationaliztd, Superstition with its 
idols cast down and broken, agi a more pure, humani- 
tarian Philosophy taught and practised, than ever before 
in the lifetime of our race. | INVESTIGATOR. 


Tn the end, whatever 


tte New England Splriteattst, 

N's“ WAGON” BROKEN. 
d force”” as all sufficient to 
phases ‘Of the ‘spiritual 


‘Tue Last sroxr IN Mani 
—Pres. Mahan relics on “ 
account for the most remark. 
pheaomena. “ Now, then” É quote the language of the 
learned President in his digeussion with Mr. Tiffany, 
‘stand by while we take his#rgument to pieces.” The 
idea conveyed mabe pare and the arguments 
adduced, go to proye that clairyayants and persons who are 
susceptible of mesmeric or magnetic impression are not 
to be relied upon, on any subject that is not capable of 
being demonstrated to the external sences of all. Now, 
if I mistake not, Reichenbach endeavored to prove the 
existence of the “odie light,” by somnambulists and 


ed, might enter a room ever s 
all the other conditions n 
able), and yet they coul 
room, would see it. 
Whose evidence is to be taken? The dozen, of course, 
as per Mahan! Has not President Mahan himself 
knocked the last block from the superstructure which he 
has raised ? No Sprairvatist. 


Yor the Now England Spiritualist. 
MORE CURES BY THE LAYING ON OP HANDS. 
Nonwion, Conn., Nov. 13, 1855. 

Dran Sm: In reading the letter of Dr. A. N. Suemwan, in 
your paper of the 10th inst., I thought he had hardly done himself 

justice, as I know of several cases inthis place, to which he has 
made no allusion, of which my own is, perhaps, not the most re- 
markable. And I deem it a matter of duty to give publicity 
to it, 

I was taken, about five years since, with a sudden prostration 
of thenervous system, somewhat resembling a fit of apoplexy. 
I thought I was dying; such a result seemed Inevitable; and 
from that time forward I had not seen a well day, till I put my- 
self under the care of Dr. 8. My general health had been gradu- 
ally but constantly declining. 

I haye had several attacks similar to the one above mentioned, 
besides being frequently troubled with numbness of the limbs— 
every attack leaving me worse than before, and for five years 
past I have teen unable to attend to my domestic duties. Ihave 
been attended by four or five of those we considered our best 
physicians, ata heavy expense, and with variable success. My 
family have often been called up from bed, as they supposed, to 
sco me die. Previous to my introduction to Dr, S. my best and 
most hearty meal consisted of a‘* Graham cracker,” and some- 
times I was unable to eat that. My strength was so completely 
exhausted that I could not walk two blocks without the utmost 
fatigue. At our first interview I was induced to hope, from his 
evident familiarity with the character of my disease, and its ef- 
fects upon the system, that there was some prospect of relief, I 
was very desirous, before putting myself under the treatment of 
Dr: 8S., that he should gire me some decided encouragemont that 
he could effect a permanent cure. This, though always perfectly 
gentlemanly in deportment, he was not willing to give, He 
would use the means: the results must be left for the future to 
decide, 

However, I came to the conclusion that I would make a trial 
of his skill, and at the first touch of bis hand, the most sudden 
and indescribable effect was produced, and from that very hour I 
began to aucnd. Iam now able to attend to my domestic duties 
as well as ever I could; can eat my regular meals without any 
unpleasant results; can walk a mile without feeling the slightest 
inconvenience from it. In short, Iam now enjoying a state of 
health and comfort, that little short gf a miracle could have pro- 
duced; and whether his hand or his medicine had the most to do 
with my restoration to health, I am not able to say. This, how- 
ever, I can say, and all my friends can testify, that * Whereas I 
was sick, now I am well,” 

My brother, also, was cured of a very distressing pain in his 
breast, with which he had been troubled some time, by the sim- 
ple application of the doctor's haud. In bis case the cure was 
effected in a very few minutes. 

I know a lady also, whose health, after a series of years, had 
become so much impaired, and in consequence, her sufferings s0 
great, that life seemed scarcely desirable. Forced to retire early 
to bed, though not to rest, tortured with pains in her head, back, 
and limbs, and with a mind disturbed by horrid dreams, she 
would drag out a miserable night, and awake only to the antici- 
pation that death would soon release her from suifericgs. She 
had emploved many physicians, with little permanent benefit. I 
persuaded her to try Dr. 8, In three weeks" time she was able to 
sit up, perfectly free from suffering, till ten o'clock at night, 
after which she would retire to a refreshing night's . On 
being weighed at the end of the above mentioned period, she had 
gained five pounds of flesh. 

There is also the ease of the child of a Portuguese in the em- 
ploy of Messrs Smith. The child appeared to be in the agonies 
of death, with its eyes set, and incapable of noticing any thing, 
however close it might poss before its eyes. ‘This was its aitua- 
tion when Dr. S. was called, In Jesa than five minutes after the 
application of his hand, the child brightened up, and showed 
symptoms of relief, and in the morning was porfectly convales- 
cent. 

Lam no Spiritualist, but if these are its results it cannot be 
said that it has not accomplished some good, 

Yours respectfully, Mus, Guo. REYNOLDS. 


e 
A Spiritualist meeting will be held at Stoncham, Mass., on 
Sunday, Dec, 9th, 1855, at 104 o'clock, A. M, and 2o’clock P. M. 
Spiritualists Ín the neighboring towns are cordially invited to 
attend, 
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LEVEE AT CHELSEA, MASS. 

„The First Independent Society of Chelsea (Spiritualiste—to 
“hoya Bro. D, F. Goppann preaches) intend holding a levee on 
ri evening, Dec. 12th, at the Town Hart, in that 
‘The entertainments of the occasion will consist of brief AD- 
DRESSES by the ablest speakers whose presence can be secured 
(boih normalvand under spirit-influence ;) Musto, vocal and in- 
strumental, of a high order; Refreshments of suitable kinds; 

Dancing for those who desire it. ‘The Hall will be 
tastefully decorated for the occasion. Tickets of admission, 
50 cts.—to be had at the apothecary stores in Chelsea; in Boston, 
2 B. Marsh’s and A. Tompkins’ bookstores, and at the Fountain 

use, 
Poople of all classes aro cordially invited to participate, and 
thus ald this young and struggling society in thelr efforts to 


Proaainh the, glad tidings of a spiritual gospel in this growing 
village. 


te 


“Mankrep.—In this city, Dee, 2d, by Rev, W. H. Cudworth, 
Mr. Groxox Arxrxs and Miss Betsey T, Goopwis, both of 
Boston." 

[For the liberal gift Accompanying the above announcement, 
the happy couple will please accept our thanks, with our best 


dea for the entiré harmony and the perpetuity of thelr union, 
—Ep. 
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MEDIUM FOR SOUNDS, WRITING, AND TRANCE, 
M eet. "Prva ating dary has rooms at No. 36 London 


r; fr and-publie circles: 

pia it denied. Evening sittings with families at their resi- 
its fabssoemrnys d 
SPIRITUAL MANIPESTATIONS. _ 

RS, B. K, LITTLE, (formerly Miss Bilis) Rapping, Wy 

ting, and Trance Medium, hi o aspina 

21 Charter Street. Private sittings dally. Hour ien ola iż 
ts each persón, = 


A.M. and 2 to 6 P.M. Ti cen! 
B.—Clairvoyant examinations, $1.00, lief. 


‘erms 60 
THE REMEDIES OP*NATURE. 
W5 E. RICE, Clairvoyant Medium for Medical Examina- 
tions. Carefal and thorough examinations will be made in 
T cases, and prescriptions given with full directions relative to 
E E fake plats 
No: 98 Hudson street, Boston, ? no o riir BROO, tier, 


.DR.J. & BENJAMIN F. ABBOTT'S. 


OTANIC STORE was established in 1813, Wi 
Bio put up with care, Spiritual, Apes 


B—Among the Compound Pr 
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Mesmeric, and oth T Ens 


A rations we are ma, 
be found the celebrated PEACH CORDIAL an. 
JAUNDICE BITT) » prescribed with 10, nd cbr 


Dr. Fisher. Medicines wholesale 


OM Hee and et ‘at our store, No, 


treet, Boston, 


TEST MEDIUM, 

O; A. TexpMase has rooms at No45 Garver hrorky where 

he will receive company from 9 to 12, a. m 2 to aha trons 

PaM, daily, Sandays excepted. Manifestations are made 

pping, Tipping, and Writing. Private circles, $1 cach 
Public circles on Monday and Thursday evenings only, 
each person, — 

SS er ee oe 3 
THE WOMEN’S WEEKLY MEETINGS, ‘ 
Persons interested in the Spiritual, Social, and Industrial Ad 
yancement of Woman, will hold weekly meetings for the di 

cussion of the best ways and means of Promoting the 

every Thursday afternoon, commencing at three o'clock, at the 
rooms of J, M. Spear, 365. Washington street, 
_ All persons interested are invited to attend. 
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| NO.4, NORFOLK PLACE, BOSTON. 
Heurs from 7 ta 9 evenings only. ees, aut A T T 
BRONCHITIS, HOARSENESS, COUGHS, 
Brown’s Bronchial Troches, 
HESE Lozenges are prépared from a highly’ esteemed recipe 
for alleviating bronchial is u 
or any Eaton of io thicat’ ecensoeeprentear ote x soldes 
ly taking one or two previous to fi 
dinging, and the same quantity after auch oaia, Pee oF 
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Brown & Sox, Boston) o; 
out further expense. 
AROMATIC ESS 7 
pleasant xtomachic cordial and ta: i found beneficial 
in Drees on Tepionerseny Diantima, Bitiovs and Ngk- 
ovs Heavacun, CONSTIPATION, COLIC, FLATOJ 
or any disorder of the stomach, eaters EE SU 
‘or sale by Banxgs & Park, New York; F. he - 
delphia; Acex. Leron, St. Lo T r Oeteali 
and in every lurge city in the United States. HI | 


BY INSPIRATION. 


| Pes! subscriber would inform the public that she will devote a 
portion of time to the examination of diseases and prescriptions 
for the same. Also healing by the laying on of hands; spirit- 
manifestations and teaching. Hours from 9 to 11 A M., 2 to 4, 


Private sittings $1 each person. Public, 50 ots. each person. 
` A daughter et a discerner of spirits will give attention, 


Manx Sppawtox, Union eta Nock.sd 


J. R, STAPPORD'S OLIVE TAR. 
To Cune Diseases or THE Tunoar AND Luxos, Olive Tar is 
Arpietang, Inhaled. 
fo Cunn Diskases op tre Nunves, MUSCLES, AND JOINTS, 
Olive Tar is applied. 
Osrve Tan, Mrxep wits Metron TALLOW PORMS AN OINT- 
', which speedily and radically cures every disease of the 


MEN 
skin 

OLtvE Tan can be applied to the most feeble person, or to the 
tenderest infant, without danger. 

Tue MaorcaL Cunativn Power or OLIVE Tan Is pum TO 
Execrnrorry. 

Tue ELECTRICAL Errrcr ov Otive Tar is to expel disease, 
and not fo drive it in; to relieve in all cases, and to cure all who 
are not beyond hope. 

PAIN CA; 


Oxtve Tar on OLIVE TAR OINT- 


nor discolor the skin. 
mineral nor vegetable poison. 
n Orry Tan are extracted from 


The principal ingredien 
Pitch Pine Tar and Olive Oil. 

‘Oxtve Tan is an oily fluid, but slightly volatile. 

Tue Opor oy Unive Tau rs Ozoxs, (Electrified Oxygen,) the 
most perfect disinfectant known, 

Oxtve Tan 38 Anomatic, combining the agreeable odors of the 
Oxrvs and Pine. 

For Ixwartxo run Onon oy Oxrve TAR, or for preventing 
Contagion or Ixvneriox, either of the following methods, (ac 


Be rere OP ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS, 
na jor large Lithograph of this grea 
E rrer; executed by Croxeli j ti 
italiana tana te ergata, 

Price $1.00. y 


Persons at a TAA E a a ben beraad by mail, 
n em 4 mail, in 
parrot: gider, by enclosing nine cents or threc postage stamps in 


For sal Beta Mansn, 15 Franklin st 
GANDY Fountain House, Forio 5 ses E scores 
addresses 

23 tf. 


Boston, Oct. 9, 1855, 
h 
` AN ASYLUM FOR THE APPLIOTED, 


ERE voiy BY LAYING ON OF HANDS. 

LATIN, Heuling Medium, has o 4 
Clee the AMlicted, at No. 08 Puuasawe. Senn, corey tt 
Marion Street, Boston, where he is prepared to accommodate 
Patlants desiring treatmout by the above process, on moderate 

: = 

GH Patients desiring board shoul 
that suitable heehee E se road 

Those sending lacks of ha! 


ve notice in adi d 
y be Heri aA their A TE 
rto indicate thelr dis shou 


P E REBBAN A fo LT DA: aele postage oe eke ae OD ANPR 
RAPPING, WRITING AND TRANCE MEDIUMy «| „Water from the Henniker Spring will be supplied by Dr. M, 


has been assured by intelligences from 


the higher life that it 
esesses strong magneti 
eeecitions atin mee lic properties, and is useful in neg tive 


Office hours from 9 to 12 a.t., and from 2 to 5 r. x.  [25tf. 
í b : 


= DR. CUTTERS 
PSYCHOLOGICAL AND MEDICAL OFFICE, 
LNo. 292 Washington stroot, Boston. 


CORNER OY NEDYORD STREET, ROOM NO, 4 OVER J, T. BROWN'S 
DRUG STORE. $ 
NEW AND VALUABLE REMEDY 


recently d.scoyered by a Clairvoyant, 
sale at the above office, 


FOR SCROFULA, ' 
is now ready and for) 


Wirttam D, Exsrsox, the Medium Clairvoyant Seer, 
will attend to the Bek er Sick, par = 
Office hours from 9ito 12A.M.,and2w56P.M. 9 hf 


MRS. J. G. ADAMS, _ 
paacuer OF OIL PAINTING, Grecian Paintin 
sL Crayon Drawing, No, 25 Prescot St., Charlestown. | 


SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS IN CHELSEA, 
ITTINGS at the house of T. St » on Cherry streel 
S Chelsea, Mass., on Tuy An h arn ea A 
o'clock, į also on Thursday evenings from 7 to 9 o'clo 
Th ots, each višitor, Ma, Kexmacx, 


Smo. € 


PIRITUAL, CLAIRVOYANT, AND MESMERIC PRE». 
_copetions, carefully, prepared’ by OCTAVIUS KING, Do,- 

pothecary, 654 Washington street, under Pine street ` 
» Boston. 26-30 


HEALING AND SPIRIT-VISI 


PRABOD 


cit oft 
and 


R 


tani 
chure! 


fw mcs 


CARPHETINGS. , 
¥ M. P. TENNY & CO., Haymarket Savane. have now in , 
Store a large assortment of FRESH CARPETINGS, for 
Corton Seles, embracing the psie atiam of ENGLISHAND 
AMERICAN MANUFACTURE, from the lowest to the highest 
cost goods, in INGRAIN, THREE PLY, BRUSSELLS, VEL: 
VET AND WILTON CARPETS, FLOOR OIL CLOTHS, 
COCOA AND CANTON MATTINGS, RUGS, MATS, &o. 
Purchasers are invited to examine. 3m 


A. B. CHILD, M. D. 
Pa No. 15 aah Spat, Boston, Mass, 
tE 


LAYING HANDS ON THE SICK. 


R. W. T. OSBORN, CLAIRVOYANT, AND HEALING 
Medium, cures the sick by the laying on of hands, possesses 
great Medial power, has been very successful in relieving the 
sick; Chronic, Consumptive and Liver affections, and every 
disease which has bafiled the Medical faculty, have yielded to his 
treatment. His success is traly astonishing, and gives unbounded 
confidence in the healing power operating through him, 

Terms for each Clairvoyant examination, one dollar, Letters, 
Post-paid, with a stamp inclosed, strictly attended to. Office 
hours from 9 A. xt. to 4 P. at. Rooms, No, 110 Cambridge street, 
8d door east of Western Hotel. 


cording to cireumstances,} may be adopte 
Ist, Wearing next to the body an Oil Silk Plaster medicated 


with Olive g 

2d. Wearing an Oiled Sitk Open Bag in which is placed a piece 
of Woollen Cloth wet with Olive Tar. 

3d. Placing a small quantity of Olive Tar in a saucer over 
heated water, 

4th. Wetting a Sponge with Olive Tar, and suspending it in @ 
warm room. 

Tue Onor oy OLIVE TAR needs but to be perceptible to be 
effective, either for INMALATION, or as a DISINPEOTANT. 

Distasts or TIR THROAT, Luxos, Nunves, Muscres, AND 
Joints will be much sooner relieved and cured, if the Oiled Silk 
Plaster is used in connection with Olive Tar, 


60 cents a bottle. 
Ointment, go o“ 


li 2 
Oiled Silk Plaster, 25 “each. 

A Pamphlet, with full explanations, will be sent, free of post- 
age, on receipt of six cents or stamps, by the 

STAFFORD OLIVE TAR CO., 
Nos. 22 and 24 New st., Now York. 

Sorp ix Boston nx JOHN I. BROWN & SON, No. 426 

WASHINGTON STREET, orrosire Essex STREET. — 30 


“ 


3m- 


“MRS. J. H. CONANT, 


PIRIT Medium, has taken rooms at No. 27 Tileston strei 
Boston, where she will sit for the examination of di 
She will alto visit the sick at their residences. Terms, 50 c! 
for examinations; §1.09 for visits. Hours from 9 to 12, 2 to ő, 
and 7 to 9, 30—3m 


HEALING & CLAIRVOYANT PRESCRIPTIONS. 


C. YORK and wife give notice that they continue to heal 

C. the sick by the laying on of hands; also ta T iia Clairvoy- 

ant examinations and prescriptions, by receiving the name, age 

and residence of patients in their Own handwriting. Terms, 

$2.00 for examination and prescription; $1.00 for examination 

flone. Address in care of Bela Marsh, 15 Franklin St., Boston. 
29—3m 


SPIRITUALIST DEPOT AT LOWELL. 
BOND and L. D. PIKE, Healing Mediums, would inform 
D T a Spiritualista and the publio in generel, that they have 
taken rooms at 112 Merrimac street, for the purpose of healing 
the afllicted. Prices for examination shall be satisfactory to al 


who may be pleased Fd give us a call, Examinations mado all 
i hi ek, 
AoA airala ara} held at the rooms on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
f every week. Renae 
Sanka on Spiritualism and the N. Æ. Spiritualist kept at the 
rooms for sale. No. 112 Merrim: ot, Lowell, Mass. ë 
Oct. 10. 28e! 


COAL AND WOOD. 
r the Boston line, 
EN PUTNAM & CO} of Ty convtaatly on hand an ase 
ARK, which will be delivered 
fair market price, Approved or- 
through the Post Office, promptly 


lott 


LU 

Northampton street, kee} 
Aon Narang, agina 

in Roxbury or Boston at the 


aers pe ‘Counting Room, or 
to, 

SGoxmeny, July 12,1858. | 

A. O. STILES, M. D. 

D SURGEON, East Bridgeport, Caan.— 

PA ed at all hours of day or aght. No 


mineral poison used. À 
loped as a Ulairvoyant Medium, and 
Dere eT TAH ar of disease, py the feelings ex» 


can perfectly desori' 
perienced by the 
to Consultation fee 


atient. Letters, post-paid, strictly attended 
si * 


R. PARKER'S SERMON OF IMMORTAL LIFE. The 
M Fourth Edition of this excellent sermon is just published 
And for sale vy BELA MARSH, No, 15 Franklin street. | Price 
l0 centaeach. Also, all the other publications of Mr. Parker 
for sale as above. ti ie29 


sept. 22, 3m, 


panas 

NHE SICK ARE HEALED, BY THE LAYING ON OF 
T Hands. DR. GEORGE H. CLAPP, recently from New 
York, would inform the publio, that after having thoroughly 
tested his power as a Clairvoyant and Healing Medium, he has 
now taken rooms at No, 169 Court St., where he may be found 
from the sees 9 rate) tod S M 

Office open throu; eday and evening. 

Letters 7 repaid, ee post te nelosed, strictly attended to. 
Terms—S L0. for each Examinati 

Notice. Dr. C. has made arrangements for a suj peog water 
from the celebrated Henniker Springs. pam 


MRS. W. R. HAYDEN. 


RAPPING, WRITING, HEALING AND TEST MEDIUM, 
No. 5, Hayward Place, Boston. 

RS. HAYDEN hasgreat pantana Hxarixo Mrorum, 
‘and will devote a portion of her time daily for that purposi 

Professor Hare's opinion oj Mrs. Hao as a Medium := 

uT have great confidence in Mrs. Hayden as a sincere conscien- 

tious Medium, and recommend her as being of the highest o 

25-3, “Rouext Har 


FOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL. 
Corner of Beach street and Harrison Avenue, 
PIRITUALISTS’ HEAD QUARTERS IN BOSTON. THIS 
S conveniently located Horst was opened on the Ist of Octo- 
tober, 1854, as a * Home,” or Head Quarters for the frie.ds of 
Spiritualism visiting Boston. It is conveniently located, near 
the Worcester, Western, Providence, Old Colony, and New York 
Central Railroad Depots. Tho rooms are neat, the beds always 
clean, the table well furnished, — the charges but $1,20 per day, 


7 per weer,—for 2 or 3 weeks—and the guests ara not an- 
noyed by officious waiters. H. É GARDNER, 
oston, it, 10th, 1855, 


MRS. O. W. HASTINGS, 
RENOLOGICAL AND PHYSIILOGICAL EXAMINE: 
part Healing Medium, has taken rooms at the FOUNTAIN 
HOUSE, Beach street, corner of Harrison Avenue, where she 
may be consulted from 9 A. M., to 12—from 2 to6 P. M., and 
7 to 9 o'clock evening. 23ef.. 


PUBLIO TEST MEDIUM. 


RS, W. B. COAN, RAPPING, WRITING, AND CLAIR- 
M ‘tremont street, 
Private sittings and Clairvoyant Examinations at an; 
hour, from . M. to7 P.M. Terms—for Examination and 
Prescription, $1.00; Private Sittings, £1.00 pi 

d 60 cents fo 


voyant Medium, No. 46 Eliot street, near 
Boston. 


or two perso 
Publio Circle 
mission, 60 
N. B. Mi 


ani extra 


arrangement, 


XAMINING AND PRESCRIBING CLAIR 
a) VOYANT PHYSICIAN, dt Manchester Street 
chester, N. H, Any person wishi 
can have a pamphlet sent them, by wait 
one letter stamp. 


Sep. 7th, 


for more information, 
x Hiue, and enclosing: 
Ati. 


T REFORMER: concernin) 
son Davis, 
for sale by Bola 


dat No, 244 Washington street, Boston, (up 
A sins hoor No. 3 an Wednesdays, 
4 pirit Sianga on exhibition avery day in the week, ex= 
cept Sunday. Price 24 cents. 


š 


thing was not to be believed, 


oo Poetry. 
5 7 For the New Rogland Spiritualist. 
VOICES OP THE NIGHT. 
‘The soft inist is gathering o'er hamlet and fell, 
Yot beauty lingers in the day's farewell, 
» falls like a mantle o'er earth and som, 
` "And rest comes with the blessed canopy, 


There's atincss forall the day's busy strife i 
Thore'adoath for all ies wild emi ah i 

th is the night'a sweet rest, 
Saye teen ey earth's welcome guest. 


death; 
‘There's a voice in the silence—thero’s life in tho 

Tee a light glimmer, and feel the warm breath 

Of a gentle whisper, that wakens for me 

Once moré a blessed memory. 


«Pim with thee, beloved, I'm with thee alway, 
Even unto the end of life's weary: day ; 

1- I'N walk by thy side, to goard and to bless, 
‘And will never leave thee comfortless.”” 


‘Tho light has vanished—the breath has gone by ù 
Darkness and gloom are the earth's panoply, 
Yot the dreamer has taken the gift of the night, 
Courage and strength for the morning’s light, 


teresting Miscellany. 


SPIRITUALISM IN IRELAND. 

Weare indebted to our London correspondent for a copy of 
the Belfast (Ireland) Mercury, of October dajn which appears a 
full roport of a Lecture given in that place on modern Spiritual- 
fam, from which we make the following extracts : 


SPIRIT MANIFESTATIONS, 


Last evening, according to previous announcement, 
the Rev. J. Nixon Porter delivered a lecture on the sub- 
ject of spirit manifestations, in the Corn Exchange. 
The reverend gentleman appeared on the platform at 
half-past seven o'clock, accompanied by Capt. Casement, 
of the Royal Antrim Rifles, and Mr. Morell, who is 
stated to be the editor of the Yorkshire Spiritual Tele- 
graph. The assembly was large and eminently respect- 
ablo, and a great proportion of-those present consisted 
of ladies. Indeed the greatest curiosity, not to say in- 
terest, was manifested in the proceedings, which, what- 
ever be the opinions entertained of them, have at least 
the recommendation of novelty at this side of the Atlan- 
tie. There was during the delivery of the Rev. Mr. 
Porter's speech, a manifest intention on the part of the 
audience to treat the matter. as one worthy of serious 
and, indeed, solemn attention, but towards the close of 
the proceedings the sounds of suppressed Jaughter and 
some rather impatient intimations of a wish for actual 
experiments with the spirits, on the part of the audience, 
caused frequent interruptions, especially while Mr. Mo- 
roll was speaking. 

The Rev. J. Nixon Porter, shortly after the time 
announced, proceeded to address the audience, and, 
after some preliminary statements, he went on to show 
that there was a natural tendency in man to belive in a 
communication between the living world and the souls of 
those who had) departed from it. A reference to the 
Bible, and to records of the early ages of the world, 
showed that people in their theology and their mythol- 
ogy entertained the belief that the dead had a commu- 
nication with the living. These opinions were uncon- 
genial to the present state of society—a state which is 
solely devoted to the worship of Mammon, to the culti- 
vation of our worldly matters, to the development of 
material resources of nature, to making earth and sea, 
and air and fire, and iron and stecl, and all other things 
subservient to the attainment of bodily luxuries, but in 
which the finer, the truer, and tke nobler part of man is 
buried in the deep. [Hear, hear.] But. he appre- 
hended that the chief objections made to this belief, 
which he maintained, and which he would express, arose 
not from any lack of evidence on the subject, because it 
appears that there is evidence and a thousand times more 
than in ordinary cases would be sufficient to procure con: 
viction. People believed in the appearance of spirits 
of the dead, when the account is transmitted in some 
uged and ancient writing ; and when there are assurances 
upon assurances proven by thousands and tens of thou: 
sands of men living at this day, and who invite cross- 
questioning, and challenge, and ask for the most search- 
ing scrutiny, it is scouted and sneered at as a thing in- 
credible and improbable. If, then, men do not believe 
in these communications of the spirits of the departed 
with the spirits of the living, it arises from a foregone 
conclusion, a determination to reject the evidence and to 
ignore it. Of what use is it to produce evidence to 
mien who thus close their eyes against it? It appeared 
then that his duty in the first pluce was not to submit to 
them at all evidence that spirits do communicate with 
the living, but simply to prove that the subject is worth 
investigating, that it is worth looking into, not that the 
evidence is such as to secure conviction, but whether the 
evidence is worth taking up and examining at all. The 
sceptics on this matter—and he confessed he had been a 
sceptio—that he was naturally a Seeptic—suy that the 
, that it was impossible. 
ith a medical nian of some 
when passing by a house 
ts were being performed, 
witness them. He would 
you will excuse me ; 
” in fact he said it was 


were perfect nonsense, that they 


rapid speed of a stage-coach, and that 

of seven miles an hour there even at ay fee 
d math. 
travelled 
ibl A noble 
possible an, 

could ever be able to cross the Atlantic, for tg 


Weight of the coals she would require for 
Would sink her before whe left the port of 
and he even went go far as to say he was ready to eat 
the boiler of the ‘boat that would effect the voyuge. 
Laughter.) But even that impossibility had beon 
accomplished, and he bad not heard that the noble lord 
bad yet tried his teeth un the stoum-boilers, [Renewed 


the voyage 
departure ; 


NEW-ENGLAND SPIRITUALIST “7 


Jaughter.] _ After speaking at somo length cn the sub- 
ject of scepticism, in reference to those and other mat- 
ters, the reverend gentleman proceeded to say that seep- 
ticism, in regard to mesmérism, had disappeared, but 
much scepticism prevailed as to clairvoyance; and that 
if one spoke of spirit manifestations, the impression he 
produced upon his hearers was that he ought to be looked 
after by his friends. But, for his own part, ho had 
lived long enough to know that many who had formerly 
ignored certain phenomena, now say they always believed 
in them, and, with God's blessing, he would live long 
enough to see the doubts of these who denied spirit man“ 
ifestations disappear off the face of the earth. It is pol” 
pable; it was'snid, that between thé earth and the unseen 
spirit world there is an impassable chasm, and that over 
that chasm there is no passage ; but in silent, calm, and 
beautiful sleop—sléep so soft, so quiet, in which the 
body gradually approaches nearer and nearer to the in- 


sensibility of total death, do we not see that in natural 
dreams the spirit approaches nearer and nearer to that 
total freedom which it will have after it shall bavo laid 
aside its flesh? (Hear, hear.] Do, we not here see 
that the chasm which we. think impassable, and from 
which we shrink with horror, as a thing ‘into which we 
dread to be engulfed—that that is daily and nightly 
overpassed in the beautiful, tranquil mystery of sleep? 
Yet how recently is it that sleep has engaged the 
tion which it ought to obtain from every inquiring mind. 
Aftor some further remarks the revorend gentleman pro- 
ceeded to give instances of the possibility of the mind 
having cognizance of things external to the bodily 
senses, and which were inappreciable to them. He had, 
he said, a young woman in his own employment as a 
servant; and she, through some carelessness, mislaid a 
key. After upwards of twelve hours of anxicty and 
fruitless search in every hole and corner where she 
thought it possible she might have placed it, she con- 
sented to be put into the mesmeric sleep. When in What 
state he asked her where was the key, and she told him 
the apartment and the place in which it was laid. He 
went there, he searched for it; in vain. He came back ; 
she repeated that. the key was in the place she indicated, 
defined the very spot, and on searching there again it was 
found. [Applause.] Butthat was no proof of clair- 
voyance: It was only to him a proof that the young 
woman in a state of sleep remembered where she had 
placed the key. That young woman, along with every 
otber person in the house, was told to go out, and for a 
space of six hours there was, he believed, no living 
being in the house but himself and a dog. THe met the 
same young woman at*the door, accompanied her in ; 
again put her into the mesmeric sleep, and asked her, 
Where is the key now? She told the place he had put 
it, and defined the very spot on the floor of the parlor. 
That case proved to him that in sleep the spirit has the 
faculty of tuking notice of objects outside of it; that it 
is totally independent of the organs of sense. People 
think that there is only one way by which the spirit can 
see—the eye ; that there is only one way by which we can 
hear, through the car; and only one means by which we 
can feel, by means of the hands and the nerves. But 
this case shows that in sleep objects may be seen through 
stone -walles it proves that these aro mistaken notions; 
and that when the mimic of death comes, when sleep 
whith isthe approach to death comes on us, that then 
there is not only the freedom of dreams, but that also 
there is a faculty of spiritual discernment unclogged by 
the limit of the bodily senses. There was another case, 
that of another young female whom he had occasionally 
mesmerized. He found her to be capable of a special fac- 
ulty of entering into the bodies of other persons, of 
discerning the diseases under which they labored, and 
of prescribing cures for them. A young man, who for 
several months had been treated by the physicians in 
Belfast for consumption, was sent down to his own town 
to his parents that he might die in peace. He despaired 
of living, ard so satisfied were his parents that his death 
was certain, that they sent for some relations of his in 
America to come and see him before he died. He gave 
over obeying the doctors’ prescriptions, because ho saw 
that his case was hopeless; and when he (Mr. Porter) 
asked him if he would consent to some experiments 
he expressed his willingness. He had never seen the 
clairvoyant, nor she him ; and they never had any com- 
munication with one another. They were brought sud- 
derily into the same room; the young woman was put 
into the mesmeric sleep; and he told her to enter into 
the body of the young man, and to say what his disease 
was. She did so, and she told him, in reply to his ques- 
tions, that his disease was not consumption at all; that 
he was laboring under a complaint of the stomach, and 
she prescribed certain herbs, which, if properly used, 
would effect his cure. ‘The young man immediately said 
that her descriptions were beautifully correct. He fol- 
lowed the prescription, and that young man, who was 
dying two years ago, is living now, Five thousand 
other cases could be adduced, borne testimony to in the 
strongest and most incontrovertible manner; but he 
mentioned these merely as samples, The reverend gon- 
tleman then proceeded to argue that yolition, or an effort 
of the will was powerful at a distance from the patient; 
and he said that experiments might be made ; he standing 
outside the apartment while the patient lay or sat on the 
table, in which the patient, would obey his private. will, 
and sit, stand, or walk according as lic’ wished. He 
begged of them to believe that this was no delusion. He 
had tried expertments over and over aguin, what he 
stated to them were fucts that he had scen and known, 
and for the truth of which he was ready to stake his rep- 
utation and character. These facts made him believe 
that it was a strange, indescribable, solemn system, but 
when he Jooked at them in connection with other facts 
equally incontestable they appeared to him in strict and 
beautiful. harmony. After referring to the evidence of 
Judge Edmonds and Doctor Dexter, and to the corrob- 
orative testimony of thousands of persons in America, 
he said that if he believed statements as to matters 
Which occurred upwards of 1800 years ago, how could 
herefuse to believe facts proved to him, which come 
within the nature of possibilties, even of probabilities, 
and are borne testimony to by tens of thousands of per- 
sons? Two millions of people believed them in Amer- 
ica; and were the American peoplo such gulls as that 
two millions of them could be Jed to admit things as 
pap citer H reality, are humbugs? Why, it was not 
SAN ae a sib thon narrated another strange inci- 
aroa 's TIEA hehe the month of April, he Te- 
lock of hair, neat reas Mis bia nolosiag, f 
stanco cönnocidd wil Mb a a wae 

ith the person to whom tho hair ba- 


longed, concealing also tho name, and requesting him to 
avail himself of the lock in trying the clairvoyant, and 
tose what sho said in referenco to the person from 
whom it came. At that time he had no person whom be 
considered a woll-trained or fally developed clairvoyant ; | 
but he went by chance to a woman whom he had put in | 
the mesmeric sleep once or twice, to curo an attack of 
typhus fever, in which he was successful, and whom he 
knew to be sensible of the mesmeric influence, although 
he did not suppose she was a¥lairvoyant, She was put 
in the sleep ; he gave her this lock of hair, and she gave 
a description of the gentlomam, bis age, the color of his 
hair, his countenance, and what she considered to be his 
disease. He sent this description to bis friend ; and he 
heard from one that it was correct, and from another that 
it was a completo failure, and that the clairvoyant bad 
not stated that the gentleman wore moustaches. Well, 
hy left that case as one that was at best doubtful. In 
the course of time the gentleman from whom the lock 
of bair was taken died; and he heard nothing about 
him until recently, when the friend of that gentleman 
was with him in his own hoise, and they then took the 
usual means for obtaininggeommunication with the do- 
parted. To his amazeme d that of his friend, the 
spirit, vial his name, began to rap out the letters. 

is frien 80 overawed=that she was about to with- 
draw, she could not endure the solomnity of the occa- 
sion, and was going away until ho induced her to stay. 
Having remained they received communications of the 
most heterogeneous kind—the purest-qnonsense and bal- 
derdash occasionally: Therletters knocked out of the 
alphabet could not possibly be formed into words, but 
after persevering they found that amid this balderdash 
there were some words of gdod sense. They asked the 
name, but he would not give it, and the communication 
was suspended, the spirit copveying that he would do so 
on a future occasion. At the next communication the 
person to’ whom he gave the hair was present at the 
table with them, and having. put her into the sleep and 
asked her who the gentleman was, she said, “* Thatis the 
spirit of tho gentleman whose hair you gave me in spring 
last,” [Sensation.] ‘They met aguin on another occa- 
sion, and the spirit being*asked to tell his name, he 
rapped out the letters Willim ——. He (Mr. Porter) 
would not give the surnameas he did not feel himself 
authorized to do so, But they found that though the 
surname was given correctly, the christian name was 
wrong. His name was Thomas, not William. This, 
however, was quite characteristic of the man, who, when 
alive, was given to hoaxing and jokes, which peculiarity, 
it would appear, accompanied him to the other world. 
He was asked if his real name was William? He re- 
plied it was, and when asked for some ratification, re- 
plied that by going to the Registry -office at Nottingham, 
there would be found an entry on the 12th March, 1820, 
and that he was named in the Registry William. He 
was asked whether that was the year of his birth or reg- 
istration, and he gave the year of his birth as 1811, 
which would go to show that he was nine years old when 
his birth was registered. He was asked the name of the 
church in which he was baptized, and he gave St. 
George's Church, Nottingham, and the name of the cler- 
gyman as Richard Adolfhas. But there was no St. 
George’s Church in Nottingham, and other indications 
that he gave were found not to be correct. He (Mr. 
Porter) thought it incumbent on him to give these facts ; 
he was perfectly condid, but though this was a failure 
that did not shake his credit. He might fire ten shots 
with a pistol at a lamp in the room, and miss the mark 
nine times out of ten. It was perfectly possible, how- 
ever, that with a pistol he could hit the mark, and apply- 
plying the same argument to the subject of spirit mani- 
festations, he contended that failures should not cause 
disbelief when so many otber successful experiments 
had been made, The reverend gentleman then pro- 
ceeded at great length, and with his usual eloquence, to 
show the moral advantages of cultivating this pursuit; 
and : fter an address which occupied nearly two hours, 
concluded, amid applause, by introducing Mr. Morrell, 
of the Yorkshire Spiritual Telegraph, and 

Captain Casement, who addressed the meeting at 
some length, detailing communications which he had 
with the spirit of a brother officer in America, at a time 
when he was not aware that he had died. He also re- 
ferred to table turning, and stated that some eminent 
gentlemen in America, who propounded a theory similar 
to Professor Furaday's, bad subsequently rejected it, and 
advocated spirit manifestations with great earnestness 
and power. At one experiment he bad been present 
and the following communication was made : 


j 


“ Belfast, Ireland, 22d Sept., 1855. 

“ Spiritual communication, given through George N. B. 
M’Bean, and written by Roger Casement, John Scott 
being the manipulator, from the following intelli- 
gence: — Andrew Combe, Jobn Philpot Curran, 
Thomas Chalmers, John Hunter, Adam Clarke, Wal- 
ter Scott. 


“John Philpot Curran and Thomas Chalmers directly 
impressing the clairvoyant. 

“ Man is a progressive being ; bis mental faculties are 
capable of ceaseless detelopment towards independent 
thought and fearless expression, and he is thus destined 
to ripen in vigor and expand in capacity, as the endless 
ages of eternity roll on, The study of the principles of 
man’s mental constitution may be termed, the science of 
the living mind—the science of its silent operations, 
workings, energies, and powers. Therefore, the vast. 
ness as well as the transcendant importance of the sci- 
ence clearly evinces that it is worthy to be studied and 
embraced by every noble, generous, and independent 
mind on earth. The truths of nature, in which the hu- 
man faculties must bo exercised, are not only infinitely 


diversified, but are, at the same time, immutable and 
eternal. No possible addition ean be made to *heir num- 
ber, nor ean any amonuut of power create or annihilate 
one simple truth in the universe. Therofore, truth is in- 
dependent of man’s power, belief, or unbelief; and all that 
man can do, in any state or stage of existence, is to} 
search out truth, and bring it forward to the light of | 
spiritual perception. ‘Truth always contains in itself all | 
the elements of success, whether silonce and apathy | 
reign—whethe: opposition rage and roll forth its deri-| 
sion, scorn, and sncers, Truth will continue its mighty | 
course, unaffected by the opinions of men or the rovolu- | 
tions of ages—will continue to pour its moral life-giving ! 
light on ths universal empire of mind. Truth com. | 
menced its conquering carcer at the breaking morn of 
creation, and has continued its course, with growing 


glory, down to the present moment. It now travels i 


its majestic course’ in durition cooval with tho immortal 
human spirit. It will thus pass the “boundaries of the 


with the rapidity of thought, and is dostined to continue | Epitome of SpiritualIntercourse, = =: 
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